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 GARY D. ELLIS  
Department of Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communications 

Texas A&M University 2116 TAMU 

College Station, TX  77843-2261 

 

Education: 

Ph.D., University of North Texas, Denton, Texas, 1980-1983 

Major: Higher Education Administration, Minor: College Teaching 

 

M.S., University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, 1978-1979 

Major: Recreation and Park Administration 

 

B.S., Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond, Kentucky, 1974-1978 

Major: Recreation and Park Administration, Management Minor  

 

Select Professional Certification Programs 

Six-Sigma Green Belt, David Eccles College of Business Executive Development Program, 

March-April, 2008 

 

Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI), 1998-2001 

 

Council on Accreditation Visitation Team Trainer 

 

Select Continuing Education Experiences 

Critical Thinking Academy Fellow, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 2015 

 

Executive Leadership Development Team on Utah Politics and University Administration for 

Department Chairs, University of Utah, August-December, 2002 

 

Hierarchical Linear Modeling, SSCI, Orlando, Florida, February-March, 2004 

 

Discrimination in labor law, University of Utah, 2001 

 

Park, Recreation, Tourism, and Leisure Studies Department Chairs Annual Meetings, 1997- 

2006  

 

Accounting and Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1998 

 

Leading a Quality Department: Continuous Quality Improvement for Chairs of Academic 

Departments, Sponsored by Miami University.  Las Vegas, Nevada, November 10-11, 1997 

  

Labor and Employment Law, University of Utah, 1996 

 

Sexual Harassment Law and Procedures for Managers, University of Utah, 1996 
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Select Honors: 

Visiting Scholar in Residence, Brigham Young University Marriott School of Management, 

February-March, 2017. 

 

Visiting Scholar in Residence, University of Queensland Faculty of Business, Economics, and 

Law, October-November, 2017 

 

Jim Whyte Fellow, in residence, University of Queensland Faculty of Business, Economics and  

Law, Brisbane, QLD, October -November, 2016 

 

Gold Metcalf Distinguished Lecturer, Cortland Conference on Recreation, November 12-13, 

2015. 

 

Outstanding Administrator, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Texas A&M University,  

September, 2013. 

 

Distinguished Colleague, Society of Park and Recreation Educators, October 2010 

 

Distinguished Service Award, American Academy of Recreation and Park Administration, 2009 

 

Award of Merit, Utah Recreation and Parks Association, 2008 

 

Fellow, American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration, Inducted September, 2007. 

 

Franklin and Theodore Roosevelt Research Award, National Recreation and Park Association, 

October, 2006 

 

Presidential Citation, National Therapeutic Recreation Association, October, 2006 

 

The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, Inducted April, 2006 

 

Fellow, American Leisure Academy, Inducted March, 2004 

 

J.B. Nash Lecturer, “Wrestling J.B. Nash.” AAHPERD Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

April, 2003 

 

NIRSA Foundation Award for Outstanding Writing in Recreational Sports Journal, April, 2003 

 

Professional Research Award, National Therapeutic Recreation Society, 1999 

 

Outstanding Alumni Award, College of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation, Eastern 

Kentucky University, April 28, 1995  
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Service to the Profession Award, Utah Recreation and Parks Association, 1994 

 

Fellow, Academy of Leisure Sciences, Inducted October, 1992  

 

Best article of 1991, Journal of Travel Research. Coauthored paper with N. Nickerson, "Traveler 

Types and Activation Theory: Comparison of Two Models." Awarded at Travel and Tourism 

Research Association Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, Minnesota, June, 1992  

 

Faculty Award, Department of Health Education, University of Utah, 1990 

 

Outstanding Scholar, College of Health, University of Utah, 1988 

 

Phi Delta Kappa honorary professional educator's fraternity member, inducted 1981 

 

Graduated from Eastern Kentucky University "With High Distinction," 1979 

 

"Outstanding Senior Leadership and Academic Excellence in Recreation" Award, Eastern 

Kentucky University, 1979 

 

Professional Appointments 

Professor and Bradberry Chair for Youth Development, Texas A&M University Department of 

Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communications, September, 2022 to present 

 

Professor, Texas A&M University Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences, 

September 2016 through August, 2022  

• Bradberry Endowed Chair, Appointed May, 2017 

• Master of Recreation and Youth Development Program Leader, Appointed May 2020 

 

Professor and Department Head, Texas A&M University, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service, and Texas A&M AgriLife Research, Department of Park, Recreation, and Tourism 

Sciences, 2008-2016 

 

Professor. University of Utah, Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, 1993 to 2007 

• Department Head, 1996-2005 

• Interim Department Head, 1995-1996 

• Assistant Department Head, 1994-1995 

• Director of Graduate Studies, 1987-1995 

 

Adjunct Professor.  Clemson University, Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

Management, 1998-1999  
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Associate Professor. University of Utah, Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, 1985-

1993. 

• Director of Graduate Studies, 1985-1993 

• Founding Director of Western Laboratory for Leisure Research, 1984-1993 

 

Adjunct Professor of Health Education. University of Utah Department of Health Education, 

1992-2007 

 

Adjunct Professor. Columbia University, New York, 1985-1988 

  

Assistant Professor. Department of Physical Education and Recreation, Western Kentucky 

University, August, 1983 to July, 1985 

 

Research Assistant/Measurement Specialist.  Department of Special Education, University of 

North Texas, October 1982 to June, 1983 

 

Project Coordinator. Leisure Diagnostic Battery Project.  United States Department of 

Education and Division of Recreation and Leisure Studies, University of North Texas, July, 1981 

to August, 1982 

 

Research Associate. Leisure Diagnostic Battery Project.  United States Department of 

Education and Division of Recreation and Leisure Studies, University of North Texas, July, 1980 

to June, 1981 

 

Teaching Assistant.  Division of Recreation and Leisure Studies, University of North Texas, 

August, 1980 to May, 1982 

 

Research Assistant. Project Bilingual.  United States Department of Education and Division of 

Recreation and Leisure Studies, University of North Texas March, 1980 to July, 1980 

 

Graduate Assistant. Project Bilingual. United States Department of Education and Division of 

Recreation and Leisure Studies, University of North Texas January, 1980 to March, 1980 

 

Research Assistant. National Wheelchair Basketball Association. Department of Recreation and 

Park Administration, University of Kentucky, October, 1979 to December, 1979 

 

Traineeship in Wheelchair Sports. Department of Recreation and Park Administration, 

University of Kentucky, September, 1978 to May, 1979 
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Select Courses Taught 

 Texas A&M University 

 RPTS 614 Research Methods in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

RPTS 615 Analytic Techniques in Tourism, Hospitality, and the Experience Industries 

RPTS 689 Special Topics: Designing Experiments and Analyzing Data 

RPTS 689 Quantitative Decision-Making for Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences  

Management and Research 

 

 University of Utah 

 ReLe 334 Organization and Administration of Recreation 

ReLe 378 Research and Evaluation in Recreation and Leisure 

 ReLe 379 Data Analysis in Recreation and Leisure 

 ReLe 385 Computer Applications in Recreation and Leisure 

 ReLe 535 Contemporary Issues in Therapeutic Recreation  

 ReLe 585 Special Topics (Multivariate Analysis) 

 ReLe 585 Special Topics (Computer Applications) 

 ReLe 601 Survey of Leisure Research 

 ReLe 654 Measurement in Health Related Disciplines 

 ReLe 655 Introduction to Research Methods 

 ReLe 656 Experimental Design and Analysis 

 ReLe 680 Seminar in Recreation and Leisure 

 ReLe 681 Seminar in Leisure Behavior 

 ReLe 781 Seminar in Leisure History and Philosophy 

 PRT 6800 Seminar in Park, Recreation, and Tourism Issues 

 PRT 7800 Seminar in Park, Recreation, and Tourism Research 

 PRT 6960 Special Topics in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

 PRT 7100 Advanced Quantitative Methods in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

 PRT 7101 Measurement in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

 PRT 7103 Behavioral Science Process in PRT II 

 PRT 7104 Behavioral Science Process in PRT III 

 PRT 7030 Seminar in Park, Recreation, and Tourism Management 

 PRT 7040 Seminar in Facilitation of Recreation Experiences 

 PRT 7105 Hierarchical Linear Modeling 

 

Western Kentucky University 

 PE 171(A) - Introduction to Racquetball I 

 PE 171(B) - Introduction to Racquetball II 

 Rec 200 - Introduction to Recreation and Leisure Studies 

 Rec 450 - Introduction to Tourism and Commercial Recreation  

  Rec 451 - Recreation Management    

 Rec 501 - Research Design in Parks and Recreation 

 Rec 511 - Philosophy and Trends 
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North Texas State University 

 Rec 190 - Introduction to Recreation and Leisure Studies 

 Rec 302 - Recreation Leadership and Supervision 

 Rec 410 - Planning and Design of Recreation Facilities 

 Rec 421 - Theories of Play   

 Rec 430 - Administration of Recreation and Leisure Services 

 

Graduate Students Supervised. 

 Doctoral Students 

Ms. Kaylee Jorgensen, Chair, Texas A&M University, in process 

Ms. Jai Gerard, Member, Texas A&M University, in process 

Mr. Justin Taillon, Member, Texas A&M University, in process 

 Mr. Robert Carlisle, Member, Texas A&M University, in process 

 

Mr. Jeff Downey, Member, Texas A&M University, 2022 

Dissertation: Predictors of Destination Loyalty 

 

 Mr. Tom Eck, Chair, Texas A&M University, 2021 

 Dissertation: Effects of Interpretive Signage on Mindfulness Experiences 

 

 Mr. Seobgyu Song, Chair, Texas A&M University, 2020 

Dissertation: Effects of Theming and Service Performance on Guest Experiences in 

Luxury Hotels  

 

Mr. Chad Nelson, PhD, 2019, Chair, Texas A&M 

Dissertation: Energy expenditure and subjective experience of a new sport, Action Ball. 

 

Mr. Andrew Lacanienta, Chair, Texas A&M University, 2018 

 Dissertation:  Test of theoretical propositions about the absorption experience 

  

 Mr. Sukjoon Yoon, Member, Texas A&M University, 2018 

 Dissertation: Technology use in tourism marketing 

 

Ms. Ji Youn Jeong, Member, Texas A&M University, 2017 

Dissertation: Pricing experience offerings 

  

Ms. Jungsu Ru, Co-Chair, Texas A&M University, 2017 

Dissertation: Situational Depression and Eudaimonia Activities in Daily Life of Older 

Adults 

 

Ms. Gayle Gabriel, Member, Texas A&M University, 2017 

Dissertation: Social justice, Pacific Islanders 
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Ms. Sharon Zhou, Member, Texas A&M University, 2017 

Dissertation: Tourism attraction pricing strategies 

 

Ms. Jingxian Jiang, Member, Texas A&M University, 2015 

Dissertation: Crowding and Density on Texas Highland Lakes 

 

Ms. Karen Melton, 2014, Chair, Texas A&M University 

Dissertation: Evaluation of the Core and Balance Models of Family Recreation 

 

Ms. Kelli McMahon, 2014, Co-Chair, Texas A&M University 

Dissertation: Factors related to time to re-engagement of elite climbers following 

witnessing serious injury or death. 

 

Ms. Thitikan Satchabut, 2013, Co-Chair, Texas A&M University 

Dissertation: Effects of Recreation Participation and Tildenian Interpretation on Tourists’ 

Environmental Concern 

 

Ms. Cathryn Haas, 2008, Member, University of Utah 

 Dissertation: Effect of Social Exchange Mechanisms on Customer Loyalty 

 

Ms. Mary Brown, PhD, 2008, Member (Health Promotion and Education Major) 

Dissertation: Stress management by hospice volunteers 

 

Mr. Michael Kane, 2007, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  The Journey of William C. Manley 

 

Mr. Joong won Lee, PhD, 2007, Member, University of Utah 

 Dissertation. Effects of Nationality and Service Quality Dimensions on Affect and 

 Delighteness during a Hospitality Encounter  

 

Mr. David Douglas, Ph.D., 2007, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Heritage Interpretation: Effects of Provocation Type and Theme Type on 

Engagement of Visitors to Heritage Sites 

 

Ms. Lisa Joregensen, PhD, 2007, Member, University of Utah 

 Dissertation: Fear-eliciting characteristics of public parks 

 

Mr. JC Norling, PhD, 2007, Member, University of Utah 

 Dissertation: Attention Restoration as a Function of Exercise 
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Mr. Andrew Szolosi, 2007, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Attention Restoration through Nature Experiences 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Piatt, PhD, 2007, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effect of Relationship-Based Program on Habit of Active Living 

 

Mr. Mark Roark, Ph.D., 2007, Chair, University of Utah 

 Dissertation: Effect of Camp Features on Camper Outcomes 

 

Mr. Peter Ward, PhD, 2006, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Predictors of Followership Among Adolescent Males 

 

Mr. Skye Arthur-Banning, PhD, 2006, Member, University of Utah 

 Dissertation: Effects of pro-social behaviors by referees on sportsmanship in youth 

 sports  

 

Ms. Tessie Rose, PhD, 2005, Member (Department of Special Education), Member, 

University of Utah 

Dissertation: Teacher and Student Characteristics Associated with Minutes of Leisure 

Education and Physical Education Instruction 

 

Mr. Ching-He Shih, 2005, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effect of Culture and Nationality on Service Quality Evaluations 

 

Ms. Mary Wells, Ph.D., 2005, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Youth basketball coaching strategies for increasing task orientation of youth 

 Mr. Xuan Tran, Ph.D., 2005, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Use of Need for Achievement, Power, and Affiliation in Promotion of Asian  

 

Mr. Eddie Hill, Ph.D., 2004, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of Intentional Recreation Programming in a Camp Setting on Youth 

Self-Management of Adolescent Diabetes 

 

Mr. Joung Koo Park, Ph.D., 2004, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Fee Equity and Acceptability as a Function of Procedural and Distributive 

Justice  

 

Ms. Briget Tyson, Ph.D., 2004, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Connectionist Learning Theory and Reversal Theory in Outdoor Education 
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Ms. Erin Witter, Ph.D., 2003, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: The impact of facilitation of challenge initiatives on university student 

social self-efficacy 

 

Mr. Paul Whitworth, Ph.D., 2002, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of Degree of Collaboration and Input Technique on Stakeholder 

Relations of a Public Land Management Agency 

 

Ms. Elizabeth Cook, Ph.D., 2001, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Evaluation of an Empowerment Program on Special Education Students’ 

Involvement in IEP Meetings 

 

Mr. Terry Long, Ph.D., 2001, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of Constructivist Teaching on Learner Outcomes in Leisure 

Education 

 

Mr. Kevin Tatsugawa, Ph.D., 2001, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of the COMPLEX Model on Self-Affirmation and Peer Acceptance 

Among Upward Bound Youth 

 

Mr. Paul Wright, Ph.D., 2001, Member, University of Utah 

 Dissertation: Effects of a Recreation-Based Developmental Asset Curriculum on Youth  

 

Mr. Ken Silverberg, Ph.D., 2001, Member, Clemson University 

Dissertation: Structure of Motives Among Park and Recreation Volunteers 

 

Ms. Rebecca Barry, Ph.D., 2000, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of interpretive messages on visitor removal of dog litter 

 

Mr. James Wise, Ph.D., 1998, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of a self-efficacy generalization program and weight training on 

self-efficacy in activities of daily living of adults with spinal cord injuries 

 

Mr. Ken Johnson, Ph.D., 1998, Member. (Health Promotion and Education Major) , 

University of Utah 

Dissertation: Measurement of Spirituality and its relationship to Resiliency Among Youth 

 

Mr. Erik Rosegard, Ph.D., 1997. Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of integrated programming on social competence of Special 

Olympics Athletes 
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Mr. Roy Ramthun, Ph.D., 1997, Member,, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Measurement and Evaluation of the Recreation Conflict Construct 

 

Ms. Julia Baldwin, Ph.D., 1997, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of commitment congruence to running and role support on marital 

adjustment 

 

Mr. Frank White, Ph.D., 1997, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of challenge course initiatives on self-esteem and locus of control of 

at-risk youth 

 

Mr. John Kablach, Ph.D., 1996, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Effects of ego involvement and verbal persuasion type on self-efficacy and 

commitment among adolescents in a therapeutic recreation setting 

 

Mr. Robert Jones, Ph.D., 1994, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: The Effect of Variation in Perceived Risk on the Secretion of Beta-

Endorphin 

 

Mr. Mark Widmer, Ph.D., 1993, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  Measuring Ethical Behavior in Leisure From An Aristotelian Foundation 

 

Ms. Nila Ipson, Ph.D., 1993 Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: A Benefit Segmentation of the University Mature Student Campus 

Recreation Market 

  

Mr. William Hendricks, Ph.D., 1993. Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  An Identification-Decision Making Model of Direct/Indirect Recreation 

Visitor Management Approaches 

 

Ms. Catherine Morris, Ph.D., 1992, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: Validation of Perceived Freedom in Leisure Measure with Attributions, 

Related Dispositions, and Daily Experience 

 

 Ms. Catherine Moon-Hickman, Ph.D., 1992, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  Effects of Behavioral Group Leisure Counseling Programs on Leisure 

Independence, Depression, and Depression Related Variables of Adult Women 

 

Mr. Carlos Ramos, Ph.D., 1991, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  The Home Experience of Married Couples Without Children:  A Human 

Ecology Perspective 
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Mr. Terry Robertson, Ph.D., 1990, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  The Effects of Therapeutic Recreation Sensory Stimulation Interventions 

on Autonomic Arousal of Institutionalized Adults with Profound Mental Retardation 

 

Mr. J. Thomas Yessick, Ph.D., 1990, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation: The Relationship Between Leisure Dispositions and Total Well-Being in 

Middle-Aged Adults 

 

Ms. Norma Nickerson, Ph.D., 1989, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  Tourism and Personality: A Comparison of Two Models 

 

Mr. Craig Rademacher, Ph.D., 1989, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  Viewer Specialization and Flow:  The Experience of Viewing a White 

Water Adventure Video 

 

Mr. Andrew Hoff, Ph.D., 1989, Chair, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  The Relationship Between Degree of Influence of Agents of Leisure 

Socialization and Generalized Leisure Self-Efficacy Among University Students 

 

Ms. Colleen May, EdD, 1988, Member, University of Utah 

Dissertation:  A Benefit Segmentation of the Gulf Shores, Alabama Vacation Market 

 

Mr. George White, Ph.D., 1987, Member. (Health Promotion and Education major), 

University of Utah. 

Dissertation: Evaluation of Suicidal Risk Factors in Suburban/Urban Utah Teenagers 

 

 Master of Science Students 

 

Ms. Linda Co, Chair, 2021 

Nonthesis Paper: Intrinsic motivation and psychological needs satisfaction via camp 

activities among young campers 

 

Ms. Alexandra Skrocki, 2021 

Thesis: Academic and Professional Success of Texas 4-H Alumni 

 

Ms. Susan Ajieh, Member, 2020 

Thesis: Tourism Destination Loyalty 

 

Ms. Jordan Woosley, Chair, 2020 

Thesis: Strategies for retaining seasonal camp employees 
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Mr. Kaulin Andric, MS, Chair, 2019 

Nonthesis Paper: Using the Six Sigma DMAIC process to reduce defaults and forfeits in 

campus recreation 

 

Ms. Kristiana Bowles, MS, Member, 2018 

Nonthesis paper: Recycling programs on university campuses 

 

Mr. Riley Hoisted, MS, Member, 2018 

Nonthesis Paper: Shoulder injury risk of young baseball pitchers 

  

 Mr. Josh Hampton, MS, 2018, Chair 

 Non-thesis paper: Homesickness among University student-athletes  

 

Mr. Allen Taggart, MS, 2017, Chair 

Thesis: Effects of Experience Staging Strategies on Subjective Experiences, 4H Special 

Interest Club 

 

Mr. Chih-Hung Huang, MS, 2016, Member 

 Thesis: Non-thesis project 

 

Mrs. Melyssa-Ann Stricklin, MS, 2016, Chair, Texas A&M University 

Thesis: Effects of artistic and technical experience staging factors on quality of 

experience at an event. Best masters thesis, American Academy of Park and Recreaton 

Administration. 

 

Mr. Erik Yost, MS, 2007, Chair, University of Utah 

 Thesis: Staging recreation activities for in-situ vitality and affinity for nature among 

 youth in residential treatment 

 

Ms. Joanna Walker, MS, 2007, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis: Efficacy of self-determination theory-based teaching strategies on learning in 

outdoor education 

 

Ms. Lucie Turkova, MS, 2006, Chair, University of Utah 

 Thesis: Destination image and demand for tourism in Czech Republic 

 

Ms. Hiedi Hunter, 2003, Chair, University of Utah 

Non Thesis Project: Development of an Behavior Anchored Rating Scale Measure of 

Eudaimonia 
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Mr. Derek Tate, MS, 1996, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis: Effect of Three Facilitation Techniques on Self-Efficacy, Self-Affirmation, 

Performance, and Meaning of a Challenge Initiative Among Adolescents in Mental 

Health Facilities 

 

Mr. Robert Ferreri, MS, 1995, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis: Effects of Autotelic Tendency and Job Factors on Performance-Related Variables 

 

Mr. Scott Wood, MPhil, 1995, Chair, University of Utah 

 Paper: Motivation and dynamics among leading Exxum guides 

 

Mr. Stephen Ashmead, MS, 1994, Member. (Nutrition Science Major) , University of 

Utah 

Thesis: Metabolism of Zinc Chelates 

 

Ms. Patricia Mylecraine, MS, 1994, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis: Development of a Leisure Attribution Style Questionnaire 

 

Ms. Marlene Valentine, MS, 1994, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis: Relationships among Ethnic Identity, Specialization in Navajo Recreation, and 

Alienation among Navajo Youth 

 

Mr. David Chakravorty, MS, 1993, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis: The Effect of Ropes Course Participation and Post-Participation Processing on 

Transient Depressed Mood of Hospitalized Adult Psychiatric Patients 

 

Mr. Michael Tyler, MS, 1992, Member, University of Utah 

Thesis:  An Examination of the Relationship Between Perceived Freedom in Leisure and 

Delinquency 

 

  Ms. Lynne Hoeppner, MS, 1992, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis:  The Effects of Water Exercise Versus Open Swim on the Mood States, Pain, and 

Flexibility of Older Adults with Osteoarthritis 

 

Ms. Dixie Krupicka, MS, 1992 (Nonthesis), Chair, University of Utah 

Nonthesis Paper 

 

 Ms. Allison Adams, MS 1991, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis:  Effects of Goals on Self-Efficacy, Collective Efficacy and Intrinsic Interest of 

Adult Rehabilitation Patients 
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 Mr. Gary Arbon, MS, 1991, Member. (Health Education Major) , University of Utah 

Thesis:  Consumer Preference for Two Styles of Nonprescription Drug Counseling by 

Pharmacists 

 

Ms. Constance Sholten, MS, 1991, Chair, University of Utah  

Thesis: An Examination of the Physiological Response of Institutionalized Older Adult 

Residents to Television Content 

 

Ms. Marianne Maughan-Pritchett, MS, 1990, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis:  Effects of Efficacy Information During a Recreation Activity on Efficacy 

Judgments of Adolescent Psychiatric Patients 

 

Ms. Dorothy Clayton, MS, 1989, (Nonthesis), Member, University of Utah 

 

Mr. Patrick Park, MS, 1989 (nonthesis), Chair, University of Utah 

 

Ms. Jody Doan, MS, 1989 (nonthesis), Member (Education Major) , University of Utah 

 

 Ms. Fran Kane, MS, 1988, Chair, University of Utah  

Thesis:  Flow Experience and the Job Satisfaction of Ski Instructors 

  

Mr. Carlos Ramos, MS, 1987, Chair, University of Utah 

 Thesis:  A Cross-Cultural Study of Leisure Meanings 

 

Ms. Annie Sutter, MS, 1987, Chair, University of Utah 

Thesis:  An Examination of the Relationship Between Intrinsic Motivation and Arousal 

of Elderly Nursing Home Residents 

  

Ms. Donna Thorson, MS (nonthesis), 1987, Chair, University of Utah 

 

 Ms. Kathleen Thorsted, MS (nonthesis), 1987, Chair, University of Utah 

 

 Mr. Paul Whitworth, MS, 1984, Member. Western Kentucky University. 

Thesis:  Effects of Imagery on Attention and Performance of Elite Marksmen   

 

Master of Recreation and Youth Development Students Supervised, 2021 

2020 Cohort 

Brendan Amesbury  Brandon Bailey Shelby Chloe Sydney-Ann Cottrell  

Samantha Finglass Rachel Kimball Juilann Miller Bingham Rainey 

Ashtyn Stufflebeam Jacob Vasquez  Dylan Wimer 
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Contracts, Grants, Gifts, and Partnerships 

Sequor Foundation, Sequor Youth Development Initiative 2017-2021, $45,000 per year. 

 

National Park Service, ProRanger Program Implementation and Management, 2016, $166,400 

 

National Park Service, Cooperative Ecosystems Study Unit Contract, 2008-2016, $31,750 per 

year. 

 

National Park Service, Trails and Rails Program, $60,000 per year, 2009-2016. 

 

Gifts to the Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences, $718,915, 2009-2015, Texas 

A&M University. 

 

Schob Preserve and Professorships, $2.25 million, Texas A&M University, Department of 

Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences and Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning, 2010 

 

Sequor Youth Development Initiative (with Peter Witt), Texas A&M University, 2011, $500,000 

 

National Outdoor Leadership School Education Partnership, University of Utah, 1994 to 2005 

(This partnership dates to 1980.  We significantly expanded the partnership immediately after I 

become Department chair in 1994). Increased Department income from approximately $21,000 

in 1994 to $149,000 in 2004-2005 

 

Zion Ponderosa Ranch Partnership Agreement (2004-2006), $20,000 per year. 

 

Utah State Parks and Recreation. Wasatch Mountain State Park Golf Course and Campground  

Importance by Performance Analysis (Spring, 2004), $1,998. 

 

Logan City Parks and Recreation Importance by Performance Analysis of Recreation Center and 

Municipool (Fall, 2003), $1,200 

West Jordan City Business Plan for Parks and Recreation (Summer, 2003), $5,126. 

 

“Real Choice” Utah Division of Aging Services, $40,000, 2003 (David Compton, Lead Author 

and Principal Investigator) 

 

Camp Floyd/Stagecoach Inn Resource Management and Marketing Plan, Utah Division of State 

Parks and Recreation, 1998, $14,250 

  



Gary D. Ellis, page 16 
 

16 | P a g e  

 

 

Graduate Student Stipend Program, University of Utah 

 Central City Charter School, $8,500, 2002-2003 

 Hillside Middle School, 2001-present, $10,000 per year 

Primary Children’s Hospital, 1996-2004, $8,250-$9,000 per year 

 Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation, 2004–present, $9,500 per year  

 SPLORE, 2003, $9,500  

 University Guest House, 1999-present, $8,250-$9,500 per year 

 University Neuropsychiatric Institute, 1996-present, $8,250-$9,500 per year 

 University of Utah Campus Recreation Services, 2001-2003, $8,250 per year 

Utah State Parks and Recreation, 1997-2002, $8,250-$9,000 per year 

 Weber State University, 2001-2003, $16,500. 2002-2003 

 West Valley City Parks and Recreation, 2004- present, $9,500 per year 

 

Institute for Career and Leisure Development, University of Utah 

Research Contract, September, 1992, $8,400 

Research Contract, September, 1991, $8,400 

Research Contract, September, 1990, $8,400 

Research Contract, September, 1989, $5,000 

Research Contract, September, 1988, $5,000 

Research Contract, September, 1987, $5,000 

 

Clearfield City, Utah, Master Plan Citizen Survey, August, 1991, $2,500 

 

Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation Department, Master Plan Survey, May, 1989, $5,000 

 

Utah State Parks and United State Bureau of Reclamation, Research Contract, December, 1988, 

$11,000 (with T. Ellis)  

 

Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation Department, Community Survey Analysis Assistance, 

September, 1987, $1,700 

 

Intramural Grants, Partnerships, and Enterprise Activities 

Neuhaus-Shepardson Travel Grant, April 2022-November 2022, $1,500. 

 

Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Sciences Distance Education Program, $346,320 

(AY 2013), $494,736 (AY 2014), $710,809 (AY 2015)  

 

“Activity 2” High-Impact Learning Program Funding, Department of RPTS, $63,467 (AY 2012); 

$63,467 (AY 2013), $73,300 (AY 2015) 
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A Model Program for Student Athlete Success and Nontraditional Student Opportunity, 

Department of Athletics partnership, $59,850 per year, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016. 

Distance Education Capacity Building, $11,000, Texas A&M University 2011. 

 

University of Utah Health Sciences Quality Incentive Fund, Diversity Initiative Continuation, 

$4,400 

 

University of Utah Health Sciences Quality Incentive Fund, Support instruction from a visiting 

professor and a diversity initiative, 2003, $4,250 

 

University of Utah Health Sciences Quality Incentive Fund, Support instruction from two 

visiting professors, 2002, $4,500 

 

University Teaching Assistant, Create special on-site field studies classes to investigate select 

issues in park and recreation management, 2002, $11,500. (with E. Ruddell and L. Ralston) 

 

University Teaching Assistant, Create service learning experiences in two classes in Natural 

Resources Recreation Option, 2001, $10,500 

 

University Teaching Grant, Resources for Implementing Challenge Initiatives Into Curriculum of 
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Brigham Young University Reaffirmation of Accreditation Review. March, 2014. 

 

Session Coordinator, Methods of Leisure Research, National Recreation and Park Association 

Annual Congress, Leisure Research Symposium, 2012 
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2011 and 2012. 

 

Co-Creator and Tournament Director, National Park and Recreation Quiz Bowl, 2010-2015 

 

Member, Mayor’s Council on Physical Fitness, City of College Station, 2008 – 2011 

 

Reviewer, Tourism Management, 2008-2016 

 

Session Moderator, Challenges to Research, Measurement, and Theory, Society of Park and 

Recreation Educators Leisure Research Symposium, 2006  

 

Reviewer, Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2003, 2006, 2009 
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Education, Recreation, and Dance, August, 2006) and 2 (Journal of Physical Education, 
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Educators Leisure Research Symposium, Seattle, WA, 2006 
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Recreation, and Dance, 2004-2007 
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Recreation Educators Leisure Research Symposium, San Antonio, Texas, October 21, 2005 
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President, Academy of Leisure Sciences, 2003-2004 
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2003 

 

Chair, Society of Park and Recreation Educators Communications Committee, 2002-2003 
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President, Society of Park and Recreation Educators, 2000-2001 
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Educators, 1999-2000 

 

President-Elect, Society of Park and Recreation Educators, 1999-2000 
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and 2003 

 

Guest Associate Editor, Leisure Sciences, 1999 
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Chair, Academy of Leisure Sciences Future Scholar Committee, 1993-1994 
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Reviewer, Leisure and Special Populations Session, NRPA/SPRE Research Symposium, 1991 
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Chair, Intermountain Leisure Resources Symposium Research Section, 1990 
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Guest Editor, Therapeutic Recreation Journal special issue on innovative research methods, 
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Senior Associate Editor, Therapeutic Recreation Journal, 1986-1989 

 

Proceedings Editor, Intermountain Leisure Resources Symposium, 1988 

 

Associate Editor, Therapeutic Recreation Journal, 1983 - 1986 and 1995-1998 

 

Co-Editor, Kentucky Recreation and Park Society Quarterly, 1984 - 1985 

 

Faculty Advisor, Utah Recreation and Park Administration Newsletter, 1985 

 

Chair, Methodology and Statistical Issues in Leisure Research, NRPA/SPRE Research 

Symposium, Dallas, Texas, 1985 

 

Chair, Psychological/Social Psychological Aspects of Leisure Session, NRPA/SPRE Research 
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